
Nymphalis l-album

COMPTON’S
TORTOISESHELL

BUTTERFLY SIGHTED
IN JEFFERSON COUNTY,

KENTUCKY
BY

RICHARD A. HENDERSON, SR.

On July 9, 2015, I sighted Compton’s
Tortoiseshell Butterfly (Nymphalis vau-album)
in my front yard fly up from the soil area behind
the foundation shrub and in to the maple tree as
I stepped out of my front door. I saw the same
butterfly do the same thing on July 12, 2015. I
did not see it again until July 30, 2015  The next
day afterward, I hung up my bait trap in the
backyard, but I never saw the butterfly again.

A JOURNEY TO BUTTERFLY, KENTUCKY
BY

LEROY C. KOEHN

I do not know how or when I learned of Butterfly, Kentucky. I do know that it is in Perry County along the North
Fork of the Kentucky River. I Googled the name “Butterfly, Kentucky”. The only thing I learned was that the Post
Office was closed and the town was once named Leonard. The GPS: Latitude 37.287946 - Longitude 83.2720677,
Elevation 853'. That is all I could find. 

I thought that it would be interesting to have some butterflies in my collection labeled from Butterfly, Kentucky. 

It was Sunday after church on 12 June 2016, when my wife Betty and I began our journey to Butterfly, Kentucky.
From Georgetown we journeyed east on I-64 to the Mountain Parkway, but first a stop at a Waffle House Restaurant
near Winchester for some great food. We had greasy Steak & Eggs, medium rare and over light, hash browns
scattered and whole wheat toast (Got to watch the diet) and a Pecan Waffle. Washed it down with lot’s of Black
Coffee.  

Once back on the road we continued east on the Mountain Parkway to Campton where we turned south on Route
15. It was a gorgeous day and the mountains were beautiful. There was virtually no traffic as we drove south. About
an hour later we crossed into Perry County and found Second Creek Road. This led us down towards the river and 
to Butterfly. 
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Map to Butterfly in Perry County Kentucky
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The road was paved until we came to a fork in the road. We turn right
onto a gravel road. Amazingly, it was a smooth and pleasant road and
we soon came to a wide spot where we encountered Kudzu. Almost
everything within sight was completely engulf with Kudzu. A nasty
evasive vine and it grows up, over and under everything. You did not
want to leave your car parked in one place too long where Kudzu
grows. There appeared to be a trail of some sort straight ahead. I
decided to take a look around and walked about 500 feet down the trail.
At this point the Kudzu almost covered the trail. I decided not to
venture across the sea of Kudzu. As I began walking back towards the
car, I heard the sound of ATV’s coming up trail behind me. In short
order we all met at our car. They stopped to check us out and see if we
were lost. Betty and I had a pleasant conversation with three young
men, local boys from Flat Gap which was up “yonder a bit”. (I located
a Flat Gap Road on the Gazetteer, but not the community). I ask how
to get to the Town of Butterfly. Sadly we were to learn that the Town
of Butterfly was back up the trail and thru the Kudzu and that the town
had been abandoned 10 or 15 years ago and all that remained were
some foundations. The entire area where the town was located was
covered over with Kudzu. The Town of Butterfly was no more. As they
drove off to up “yonder”,  I got out my net and looked around for some
butterflies. I only saw one butterfly, a Strymon melinus (Gray
Hairstreak). The Kudzu covered everything, and I mean everything.
This was the first time I encountered Kudzu since we left Mississippi
in 1999. 

We returned home via the Daniel Boone Parkway, another beautiful
drive through the mountains of eastern Kentucky. When I got home I
wanted see if there was a Moth, Kentucky! There isn’t!
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The Kudzu covered the Mountain side, the road, the trees
and anything else that was not moving.

Speyeria aphrodite
Photograph by Rita Adkins

The road to Butterfly and the encroaching Kudzu.
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LATE SUMMER FIELD MEETING
WEST KENTUCKY WMA

AUGUST 26, 27 & 28.

The Society of Kentucky Lepidopterists late summer
field trip is scheduled for 26 August thru 28 August
2016 at West Kentucky WMA. This area has not been
sampled in recent years and should yield some
interesting records. There are remnant prairie plant
communities as well as an old growth hardwood forest
located within the boundaries (Possibly some good
Catocala hunting). The area surrounds the old Paducah
Gaseous Diffusion Plant operated by the DOE and is
subject to some special regulations. We will have to
sign in at the area headquarters every day(no sign out
required) if we plan on exploring the “A” areas. Also,
the area is famous for its concentration of ticks so
everyone should come prepared to tick proof
themselves(seriously, no joke, some of the worst tick
numbers I have ever seen!). There will be primitive
camping available and anyone interested in camping
should contact the field trip leader (Gerald Burnett: Tel:
270-559-8214). Days Inn located in Paducah at exit 4
off I-24(3901 Hinkleville Road, Tel: 270-442-7500) has
also agreed to a special nightly rate of $49.99 for rooms
for our members. Members should call as soon as
possible and mention the Society of Kentucky
Lepidopterists group rate for this price.
  

The meeting will start on Friday at noon with
participants meeting at the WMA area headquarters. We
will spend the afternoon exploring and searching out
possible light trap locations.You should drop me a note
if you need directions to the WMA or if you are
arriving late since we will not be back at the hotel until
later that evening.We will meet back at the hotel
parking lot at 7 pm Friday night for dinner at a local
restaurant.  Participants will meet again at the hotel
parking lot at 8:30 both Saturday and Sunday mornings
for the short drive(about 20 minutes) to the WMA.
Participants can either pack a sack lunch to eat in the
field or make a short drive to a local convenience store
to eat lunch. Contact Gerald Burnett at: Tel:270-559-
8214, if there are any unanswered questions regarding
this field trip and remember to make your hotel
reservations as soon as possible if you plan on
attending.  Looking forward to seeing you there!

Map of the Western Kentucky WMA on Page #14
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UP COMING EVENTS

OAK GROVE BUTTERFLY
FESTIVAL 

The 8th Annual Oak Grove Butterfly festival will be 24
September 2016 in Oak Grove, Kentucky. The Society
will once again have a booth. We will have a display
specimens and literature to pass out. This is a one day
event that draws over 10,000 people. In the past our
booth has been next to the Butterfly House and as a
result we are a major attraction. 

We will tag some of the Monarchs in the Butterfly
House. Your Editor will set out a Light Trap and will
demonstrate how specimens are prepared. If you would
like to help, bring some spreading boards.

Please plan to attend and bring some specimens or
drawers of specimens to display. Bring the family, there
is food, games and activities for everyone.

2016 ANNUAL MEETING

Should the weather cooperate, your Editor will set out a
Light Trap or two for late fall moths. If you are interested
in participating, please bring your Light Traps and will
visit the Kleber WMA in Owen County on either Thursday
or Friday nightNovember 11 & 12, 2016: The meeting will
be at the University of Kentucky, Lexington. KY.  Friday
and Saturday November 11 & 12. We will meet in the
Insect Museum in the Dimock Animal Pathology
Building. There will be a Gathering of Lepidopterist on
Friday evening, The featured speaker will be Tony
McBride. Tony’s presentation will be on Papaipema
moths. Ellis Laudermilk and Loran Gibson will have a talk
on the Lepidoptera, especially the Moths, of Big Black
Mountain. Plan now to attend.

There will be a board meeting on Friday afternoon. Are
you interested in serving the Society? Plan on attending
the Board Meeting.

NEWSLETTER UP DATE
As always, your Editor needs articles, short or long or
anywhere in between on any topic related to
Lepidoptera and Lepidopterists’. Book reviews and
book announcements, photographs of specimens and
Lepidopterists’ are always welcome.

Have you been someplace interesting? Have you found
something new or unusual? We would like to hear about
your journeys and field experiences.

The Newsletter is only as good as the articles and
photographs that you send to your Editor. Email:
Leptraps @ aol.com  or  SKLNewsletter @ aol.com

************************************

JULY 4th BUTTERFLY COUNT 
RESULTS 2016

BY
DR. CHARLES V. COVELL

The annual butterfly count was held at the usual place
near Brownsboro KY. (Oldham Co.). Reporters were
there from the Courier Journal and Oldham Era. High
was 95, low 71; winds 5 mph from SW. Partly cloudy. 

Leaders were Loran Gibson, Rich Henderson, Susan
Reigler and me, with Susan departing after the first part
of the survey. Bill Black arrived late and assisted in the
rest of the count. Recorded as present besides these
were Bill Pearson, Jessica Hutti and dad, Jay; Tom
Fulda, Cora Carrico, Margarette Perkins, Kalia
Pinkston, Judy Wulff, Steve Yanoviak, Brian Davis
with Ben and Harry (sons), Art Cox, Michele Mazzei,
Ann Bennett, Martha Hannifan, Pat Greer, Susan
Nightingale, Kesha Luan, Beverly James, Nathan
Skinner, Laura Baird, Josie Miller, Margaret Carreiro,
Richard Henderson Jr. with kids Sabrina, Travon and
Richard Henderson III, Charles Wright, Jeff Rogers and
“Rich” of RogersGroup Inc.

We had 39 species and 965 total individuals, as follows:
Epargyreus clarus, 2; Erynnis horatius, 1; Erynnis
baptisiae, 12; Nastra lherminier, 4; Polites themistocles,
1; Polites origenes, 2; Wallengrenia egeremet, 2;
Pompeius verna, 1; Atalopedes campestris, 1;
Anatrytone logan, 1; Battus philenor, 6; Eurytides
marcellus, 9; Papilio glaucus, 2; Papilio troilus, 5; Pieris
rapae, 28; Colias philodice, 22; Colias eurytheme, 68;
Phoebis sennae, 1; Callophrys grynea, 2; Strymon
melinus, 2; Cupido comyntas, 396; Celastrina neglecta,
1; Libytheana carinenta, 1; Euptoieta claudia, 6;
Speyeria cybele, 31; Polygonia interrogationis, 1;
Vanessa virginiensis, 1; Vanessa atalanta, 3; Junonia
coenia, 1; Phyciodes tharos, 5; Chlosyne nycteis, 1;
Limenitis archippus, 1; Limenitis arthemisastyanax,
1;Asterocampa celtis, 5; Asterocampa clyton, 7; Enodia
anthedon, 1; Cyllopsis gemma, 14; Megisto cymela, 6;
and Cercyonis pegala alope, 211.
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LIST OF MEMBERS
The Society of Kentucky Lepidopterists publishes a List of Members each year. The list is in alphabetical order
and includes all current members as of 31 July 2016. On that date there were 73 members. The use of this list by
members is encouraged. Report changes of addresses and typographical errors to the Treasurer, Les Ferge, 7119
Hubbard Ave. Middleton, WI 53562-3231: Email: lesferge@gmail.com

James K. Adams, 346 Sunset Drive SE, Calhoun, GA 30701-4678: Tel: 706-602-6993
Email: jadams@em.daltonstate.edu

Rita S. Adkins, P. O. Box 7, Frenchburg, KY 40322-0007: Tel: 606-768-3260
Email:  adkins04@mrtc.com

Stephen B. Atkins, 615 Maple E32 Dr. Surfside Beach, SC 29575-3417: 
Email: sbatkins4@yahoo.com

George Balogh, 6275 Liteolier St., Portage MI  49024-2394: 
Email:  bug50x@att.net

Jeffrey Belth, 4795 S. Woodbine Drive, Bloomington, IN 47303-9286: Tel: 812-825-8353
Email:  jeffreybelth@aol.com

Joe Bens, 7240 Creekview Dr., Apt 10, Cincinnati, OH 45247-3027
Email: joebens@live.com

John R Beck, P.O. Box 301 Chester, IL 62233-0301 Tel: 618-826-5070
Email: beckjr@hotmail.com

William R. Black Jr., 201 Friedman Ave., Paducah, KY 42001-4744: Tel: 270-442-9587
Email: black8808@bellsouth.net

Robert J. Borth, 10327 N. Westport Circle, Mequon, WI 53217-2638
Email: bobborth@sbcglobal.net

Gerald D. Burnett, 233 Gray Road, LaCenter, KY 42056-9542: Tel: 270-559-8214 
Email: gdburnett@brtc.net

Robert B. Butler, 14109 Robcaste Rd., Phoenix MD 21131: Tel: 410-771-1511
Email: mnbbutler@aol.com

Thomas W. Carr, 6626 Weckerly Drive, Whitehouse, OH 43571-9695: 
Email: tom_robyn_carr@yahoo.com

Richard L. Cassell, 1278 Parkway Gardens Ct., Louisville, KY 40217-3201:
 Tel: 502-636-4100

Joe & Colin Coleman, 151 Claiborne Dr., Jackson, TN 38305: Tel: 731-660-3831
Email: jcchows@bellsouth.net

Charles V. Covell Jr., 207 NE 9th Ave., Gainesville, FL 32601-4378: Tel: 352-336-0127 
Email: covell@louisville.edu

Dennis Currutt, 7533 Mulberry Rd., Chesterland, OH, 44026-1303: Tel: 440-708-8839
Email: cur7533@aol.com

Robert Dirig, P. O. Box 891, Ithaca, NY 14851-0891: 
Email: red2@cornell.edu

W. Blaine Early III, 3330 Mantilla Dr., Lexington, KY 40513-1020: Tel: 859-224-1341
Email: bearly@stites.com

Thomas C. Emmel, 1717 NW 45th Ave., Gainsville, FL 32605-1311: Tel: 352-377-6300 
Email: tcemmel@ufl.edu

James (Tony) Evans, 3301 Startan Ct., Louisville, KY 40220-2100
Email: sistrurusman@gmail.com

David K. Faulkner, 5434 Redland Place, San Diego, CA 92115-2217: Tel: 619-583-0180 
Email: dkfaulkner41@cox.net

Leslie A. Ferge, 7119 Hubbard Ave., Middleton, WI 53562-3231: Tel: 608-836-9438 
Email: lesferge@gmail.com
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Lawrence F. Gall, 6 North Pasture Rd., Westport, CT 06880: Tel: 203-432-9892
Email: lawrence.gall@yale.edu

Loran & Pat Gibson, 2727 Running Creek Drive, Florence, KY 41042-8984: Tel: 859-384-0083
Email: kymothman@fuse.net

Mike Gilligan, 16721 County Rd. 109, Arcadia, OH 44804-9751: Tel: 419-894-6554
Email: mtgillig@tds.net

Betty Hall, 224 Leawood Dr., Lexington, KY 40502-3217: Tel: 859-278-7537
Email: bettyhall@qx.net

Richard A. Henderson, 2609 Welsford Way, Louisville, KY 40222-2336: Tel: 502-475-8299
Email: mothcollector@insighttbb.com

John B. Heppner, FL Coll. of Arthropods, DPI  FDACS, P. O. Box 147100, Gainsville, FL 32614-7100: 
Tel: 352-846-2000: Ext 243: Email: heppnej@doacs.state.fl.us

Yin-Rei Djuh Hicks, 2510 Old State Rd., Henryville, IN 47126-9145:
Tel: 812-294-3425

Drew & Maria Hildebrandt, 710 Laney Rd., Clinton, MS 39056-6024: 
Email: mwplon@aol.com

Dave Horn, 37 Arden Rd., Columbus, OH 43214-3717; Tel: 614-262-0312
Email: davehorn43@columbus.rr.com

Jessica Hutti, 1675 Church Street, Evanston, IL 60201-3513;
 Email: jess2156@yahoo.com

John Hyatt, 233 Park Ridge Court, Kingsport, TN 37664-5159: Tel: 423-279-0827
Email: jkshyatt@aol.com

David C. Iftner, 5 Teal Lane, Pittsfield, IL 62363-1971: Tel: 217-285-9595
Email: iftner@frontier.com

Smithsonian Inst. Libraries, NHB 25, MRC 154, P. O. Box 37012, Washington, DC 20013-7012
Steve Johnson, 1068 Reagan St., Sunbury, PA 17801-1667: Tel: 507-286-2178

Email: sjson@ptd.net
Kyle Johnson, Entomology, 445 Russell Lab., 1630 Linden Dr., Madison, WI 53706-1598

Email: kejohnson4@wisc.edu
Leroy C. Koehn, 3000 Fairway Court, Georgetown, KY  40324: Tel: 502-542-7091

Email: leptraps@aol.com
Ellis L. Laudermilk, KSNPC, 801 Schenkel Ln., Frankfort, KY 40601-1723: Tel: 502-226-0948

Email: ellis.laudermilk@ky.gov
John (Buck) Lewis, 308 Fieldcrest Rd., Bristol, TN 37620-4509: Tel: 423-573-5849

Email: buggybuck@btes.tv
John  MacGregor, 102 Rest K Ct., Nicholasville, KY 40356-1250: Tel: 859-885-4363

Email: john.macgregor@ ky.gov
Jeffrey Marcus, Dept. Biol. Sciences, 121 Machray Hall, University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, MB R3T 2N2 CA:  
          Tel: 270-303-2639:  Email: marcus@cc.umanitoba.ca
Tony McBride, 95 Stillwater Rd., Blairstown, NJ 07825-9558: 

Email: tonymcbride@earthelink.net
Deborah & Michael McInnis, 3620 Eagle Trace, Floyds Knobs, IN 47119-2035: Tel: 812-923-0653 

Email: mmcinnis@erora.com
John A. (Tony) Merkle, 1501 Stephenson Rd., Walton, KY 41094-9658: Tel: 859-356-8897

 Email: jamphoto@twc.com
Stephen Mix, 3523vMorgan River Dr. N., Beaufort, SC 29907-2514:

 Email: citheroniaregalis@hotmail.com
Barry Nichols, 7004 Ethan Allen Way, Louisville, KY 40272-1306; Tel: 502-583-5835

Email: kyfauna@iglou.com
John S. Nordin, 2217 Sky View Lane, Laramie, WY 82070-5363: Tel: 307-742-8668 

Email: jnordin@aristatek.com



KENTUCKY LEPIDOPTERISTS        VOL. 42 NO. 2 PG.# 18

Sean O’Keefe, 313 Jackson Drive, Morehead, KY 40351-8349:
 Email: s.okeefe@moreheadstate.edu

Ricky Patterson, 400 Winona Rd., Vicksburg, MS 39180-8539: Tel: 601-638-6848: 
Email: rpatte42@aol.com

Harry Pavulaan, P. O. Box 1124, Herndon, VA 20172-1124: Tel: 703-669-1746: 
Email: harrypav@hotmail.com

John W. Peacock, 185 Benzler Lust Rd., Marion, OH 43302-8369: Tel: 740-389-4886
 Email: lepnut39@gmail.com

James J. Popelka, 48 Winding Way, Morris Plains, NJ 07950-1822: Tel: 212-575-0723
Email: melmoth@optonline.net

Floyd and June Preston, 832 Sunset Drive, Lawrence, KS 66044-2373: 
Tel: 785-843-6212

Ronald J. Priest, 5464 Jo Pass, East Lansing, MI 48823-7225: 
Email: priest@msu.edu

Eric L. Quinter, P. O. Box 74, Willimantic, CT 06226-0074: Tel: 860-423-6096
Email: protapamea@yahoo.com

Susan H. Reigler, University of Indiana SE, 4201 Grant Line Rd., New Albany, IN 47150-2158:
 Tel: 812-941-2016: Email: sreigler@uus.edu

Frederick B. Ruggles, 5529 Corkhill Dr., Dayton, OH 45424-4709: Tel: 937-233-6715
Email: fbrug@erinet.com

Brian Scholtens, Biology Department, College of Charleston, Charleston, SC 29424-0011: Tel: 843-953-8081 
Email: scholtensb@cofc.edu

Kevin Segebarth, 250 Riverside Dr., Paducah, KY 42003-1031: Tel: 270-898-7319
Email: kevesg@comcast.com

Michael J. Sharkey, S-225 Ag Science North 0091 , University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546 -0001:
Tel: 859-257-9364; Email: msharkey@uky.edu

Suzette Slocomb, 219 W. 68th St., Kansas City, MO 64113-2418: Tel: 816-523-2948 
Email: suzetteslocomb@aol.com

Jeff Slotten, 5421 NW 69th Lane, Gainesville, FL 32653-7016: Tel: 352-338-0721
Email: jslotten@bellsouth.net

Albert J. Smith Jr., 531 Whippoorwill Dr., Morehead, KY 40351-8869: Tel: 606-776-6747
Email: nephros@aol.com

Eric Smith, 5456 Hwy 321, Butler, TN 37640-5718: 
Email: esmith@cccti.edu

Donald R. Tangren, 5892 Cane Ridge Rd., Cane Ridge, TN 37013-3907: Tel: 615-941-3152 
Email: turtledon@hotmail.com 

James M. Taylor, 4 Tangle Tree Lane, Savannah, GA 31411-2604: Tel: 912-598-0693
Email: drivingiron@earthlink.net

Jon D. Turner, 2338 Bryson Road, Ardmore, TN 38449-5229: Tel: 931-468-2051
Email: jdtatl@gmail.com

Jim Vargo, P. O. Box 97, Mishawaka, IN 46546-0097: Tel: 574-255-4492
Email: varlepski@aol.com

Kelly Vowels, 2000 W. Sandstone Ct., Bardstown, KY 40004-9054: Tel: 502-921-1512
Email: kmvowels@windstream.net

James R. Wiker, 20240 Big Oak Ave., , Greenview, IL 62642-9650: Tel: 217-968-1721
Email: papaipema@aol.com

Charles Wright, 65 Springhill Rd., Frankfort, KY 40601-9211: 
Email: hiddenspring@earthlink.net

Donald J. Wright, 3349 Morrison Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45220-1430: Tel: 513-961-8316 
Email:wrightdj@ fuse.net,   



John Hyatt wading in a south Georgia swamp collecting
Problema bulenta (Rare Skipper) from low growing

Pickerel Weed

Everes comyntas & Strymon melinus
Photograph by Rita Adkins

Nancy and Bill Black
Bill’s new Hair Do.

Thorybes bathyllus
Photograph by Rita adkins
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WADING IN THE SWAMP!

Editors note: I have visited this area with John on
several occasions and have waded in these swamps, the
temperature at 90E+, humidity at near 100%, mud that
will suck your boots off, blood thirsty mosquitos and
deer fly galore, not to mention a few snakes including
some very large Water Moccasins and numerous plants
that will stick, stab and scratch you to death. And all to
catch a small golden brown skippers.  

Is life great or what??

If you want to learn about Bill’s new hair style, you will
need to ask him personally. He will be attending the late
summer field meeting at West Kentucky WMA.



DUES REMINDER

Please check your dues status, the year
following you name on the address label
indicates the last year for which dues were paid.
Send payment to Les Ferge whose address is
listed on the front cover. Those in arrears after
1 October 2016 will no longer receive the
Newsletter. 
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****************************************************************************************************
The Society of Kentucky Lepidopterists Newsletter is published four times annually. Membership dues are as follows:

Regular Membership (Paper copy of Newsletter)$15.00 per year            
Regular Membership (Email copy of Newsletter only)$15.00 per year    

Sustaining Membership (Paper copy of Newsletter)$25.00 per year       
Sustaining Membership (Email copy of Newsletter only)$25.00 per year

The organization is open to anyone with an interest in the Lepidoptera of the State of Kentucky. Information about the 
Society may be obtained from and dues sent to: Les Ferge, Treasurer, 7119 Hubbard Ave., Middleton, WI 53562-3231

******************************************************************************************************

Leroy C. Koehn                                                                                                                                                                                      
The Editor
The Society of Kentucky Lepidopterists
3000 Fairway Court
Georgetown, KY 40324


